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May 7, 2017      1 Samuel 17:34-37 

 

David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and 

carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. 

When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both the 

lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies 

of the living God. 37 The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will 

deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.”  Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.”  

 

Shepherds are not trained to be warriors.  David the shepherd boy came to feed his brothers some food while 

they were on the front lines of battle.  But when he got to the front lines he found Goliath taunting the Israelite 

army.  Goliath was a huge warrior for the Philistine army, and he was a seasoned veteran as well.   Everyone 

was afraid to fight him, everyone but David.  Some might refer to it as youthful vigor.  Some would call in 

naiveté.  I would call it faith - the faith of a young man that wasn’t intimidated by the size or the stature of 

Goliath.   

 

David’s faith is how God wants our faith to be, fearless of the things of this world.  Today we have some young 

adults being confirmed.  They still have a lot to experience in life.  I hope the young confirmands have a type of 

faith that simply trusts in God no matter what the odds and are willing to go into battle against the temptations 

and dangers that life will bring.  We need bold young men and women to go and fight, just as David was.  So 

we say to them today,  

 

Go, and the LORD be with You 

 

I. When the lion attacks 

 

If you were to picture the life of a shepherd, most of us would probably think it was pretty boring, maybe even 

somewhat relaxing.  Sit out under an open sky at night.  No bed to sleep on.  Nobody to talk to but the sheep.  

Walk around from place to place.   If you loved the outdoors it might have been alright.  This would have been 

David’s job.  The land of Israel had some pretty arid areas.  Shepherding a flock sometimes took good effort to 

lead them from one pasture to another.  It could get pretty adventurous in trying to make sure the sheep didn’t 

get spooked and run off of a cliff.  But it also could get very dangerous, as David talked about the wild animals 

that lived throughout Israel at the time - lions and bears - two of the most ferocious beasts around.  He didn’t 

have to go looking for this kind of trouble.  The trouble came looking for his sheep, trying to sneak them away 

while David wasn’t looking.   

 

Trouble is something that we need to look out for.  Even when you are vigilant, which most of us aren’t as 

vigilant as we could be or should be, you also have to understand that even when you are minding your own 

business and trying to do your own duties well, the devil will come looking for you.  I can recall being in grade 

school and playing basketball in my driveway, when some of my classmates came by from school.  These 

weren’t the kids I usually hung out with.  They wanted me to go riding around with them, but I had a sneaking 

suspicion that they were up to no good.  In this case, at my younger age, I went in and feigned as if I were 

asking my mom for permission to go with them.  I used her as an excuse as to why I couldn’t go.  I don’t know 
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what they were up to.  Maybe it was nothing.  But I think my intuitions were right.  I didn’t even want to be put 

in that situation.    

 

This is how the devil works.  He comes looking for you, just as the bear and the lion came looking for David’s 

sheep.  Satan goes about like a lion, looking for someone to devour.  He preys upon the susceptible.  If your 

parents don’t keep track of what you text people and what you watch on the internet, Satan will be there.  If you 

are feeling bitterness in your heart because your children don’t call you enough, Satan will be there, looking to 

fill you with anger.  If you don’t make the church your family, the devil will replace your family with some 

much worse influences.  He is always looking for an opening.  And we feel so helpless against this invisible foe, 

like weak little sheep who are so easily led astray.   

 

II.  When it is time to stand and fight  

 

David took his job seriously, more seriously than any employer could ever ask for.  Wouldn’t most shepherds 

have said, “I’m not messing with a bear!  We’ll have to write that one off.”   David could have easily reasoned, 

“My father would much rather lose a sheep than a son.”  But he took his shepherding serious.  These sheep were 

important and he was given a responsibility to take care of them.  Jesus spoke a parable that talked about being 

faithful with a little, and then being given a lot more at the final judgment.  David proved himself to be faithful 

with a few sheep in the middle of a barren area.  He risked his life for the sheep.  If he was willing and able to 

be faithful with these little sheep, then he could be trusted with more than sheep.  God eventually called him to 

be the king of Israel.   

 

Today is a call to faithfulness for our confirmands.  Faithfulness is not easy.  There are difficult battles against 

laziness, sexual temptation, drug abuse, entertainment . . . They will be asked to be faithful to the point of death.  

Will they take that vow seriously?  They will now be able to receive the Lord’s body and blood for the 

forgiveness of their sins.  Will they make use of the sacrament regularly?  Will they continue in their Bible 

study?  Or will they be like some of last year’s confirmands and never show face in here again?   

 

What about you?  Are you being faithful?  What about your children and grandchildren?  These are sheep that 

have been entrusted to you.  Are you being faithful in your raising of them?  Are your fighting off the lions and 

the bears from their lives by your supervision of them?  Are you praying for them?  Have you fought for them at 

all?  Or are you sticking your head in the sand, afraid of their rejection?  Are you too busy worrying about your 

own life to try and help anyone else?   

 

We tend to think of the enemy out there, but sometimes the worst enemy we have to fight against is the enemy 

within, the coward within that is afraid to suffer.  I don’t mean physically, we all suffer in a variety of ways.  

But how often do you avoid suffering by not speaking up for the truth?  How often do you suffer in prayer 

against your sinful nature in resisting a temptation that you feel strongly?  How often do you feel anguish over 

the sins you’ve given into?  How can we act as if there is a battle when we aren’t even willing to fight, to 

scratch, or to claw at the devil even a little?  We yell freely at the slow driver in front of us but we don’t say a 

thing to the angry person inside of us.   As a result we are easily led astray, just like sheep.   

 

But Jesus was not.  Peter referred to Jesus as that “Great Shepherd of the Sheep.”  The Shepherd came to to 

rescue us from the jaw of the most ferocious of all.  He fought against even greater than a lion and a bear.  He 
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fought against death and the devil.  He didn’t run from Satan.  He openly rejected his temptations.  Even as the 

Sheep led to the slaughter He didn’t run from death.  He willingly allowed Himself to be crucified.  He didn’t 

even run from God’s wrath and hell.  Jesus did what David foreshadowed.  Jesus was the faithful shepherd who 

did all of these courageous things to pay for your sins and earn heaven for you.  He did this to give you the 

peace of knowing your sins are paid for.  He courageously went to the cross, suffering for you who were afraid 

to suffer.  He paid your price. He speaks to you and says to you even now, “Come, follow me, my afraid and 

timid sheep.  I will not beat you.  I will not abuse you.  I will feed you.  I will lead you to springs of living 

water; water filled with forgiveness and mercy.   You don’t need to fear death, because I came out of the grave.  

You don’t need to fear God’s wrath, because I was punished in your place.  I am here FOR you - sinful and 

weak as you are - I am here to give you hope and a future in me.”  This is an eternal covenant, the only way that 

God promised salvation would be yours, through faith in blood of Jesus Christ who was sacrificed to free you.   

 

III.  As you reason out your faith 

 

Where did David get such bravery?  It wasn’t a matter of him just saying to himself, “I vow to be bold today.”  

That’s not how faith works.  God had seen him through some dangerous battles against a lion and a bear.  When 

he miraculously won those battles, he didn’t just say, “Wow!  I sure got lucky there!”  He said to himself, “The 

LORD gave me the victory.”  When he saw God working through him to win those victories, it built his 

confidence in the LORD - not in himself.  So when Goliath came on the scene, David made a deduction based 

on his previous experienced.  “If God could enable me to kill a lion and a bear, which are much more powerful 

than men, then God could certainly give me a victory over this uncircumcised Philistine.”  This man was worse 

than a brute beast.  He was also uncircumcised.  He was not a believer in the LORD, AND he was speaking 

defiantly against the LORD on the field of battle.  The LORD’S honor was at stake, and these warriors were 

giving the impression that the LORD wasn’t powerful enough to win the victory.   

 

David wasn’t a scrawny little kid.  The reason he didn’t wear Saul’s armor wasn’t because it was too big, but 

because he wasn’t used to wearing armor.  The Bible described him as strong and ruddy.  I would compare him 

perhaps to a strong and athletic high school football player.  He wasn’t a full grown man yet, but he wasn’t a 

wimp either.  Yet even so, Goliath was a giant of a man AND an experienced fighter.  Nonetheless, David 

didn’t worry about that.  David used his reason, guided by God’s Word, to come to a conclusion.  God could 

win a victory even through him.  He wasn’t depending on his strength or his agility, though he ended up using 

both.  He was depending on the LORD.   

 

This is how God wants you to use your reason as well.  Look at the history of the Bible.  See what God has 

done.  Daniel survived in the Lion's Den.  Peter was rescued from prison.  Look at what God has done, and 

listen to what God has promised you, and act accordingly.   The same Holy Spirit that raised Jesus from the 

dead is living in you.  The same Jesus that instituted the Lord’s Supper has promised to come to you through the 

bread and wine for your full and free forgiveness.  Jesus is still alive and ruling over the heavens and the earth.  

The Holy Spirit is still powerfully working through the Word and sacraments.  He hasn’t gotten any weaker.  

God is still just as merciful and just as willing to work through us as He was through the saints of old.  What 

kind of enemies are you fighting against?  Is Satan himself trying to get you to fall?  Are you struggling 

mightily with a feeling of anger or lust?  Are you on the verge of despair?  The God who fell Goliath through 

David can work through you too.   
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Saul wished David well.  “Go, and the LORD be with you.”  I wonder what he meant by that.  Was it, “Good 

luck with that!”  Was it a genuine blessing?  It’s interesting that Saul, who was sung about for killing his 

thousands, was too afraid to fight Goliath.  But David, who hadn’t killed a man yet, wasn’t.  And Saul was more 

than willing to send him out.  Perhaps he was wondering to himself, “We’ll see where his faith takes him.”   

 

When you are confirmed, it isn’t like that.  It isn’t supposed to be a sending off party.  “Well, you made it 

through confirmation.  Good luck!  The LORD be with you!” You are being fed with the body and blood of the 

LORD to continue in the fight.  We are to go into battle together, seasoned veterans and rookies.  Your pastors 

and your congregation are meant to feed on the Supper together, pray for one another.  Iron sharpens iron.   

 

You know what happened with David.  Against all odds, David threw a stone and hit Goliath between the eyes, 

took Goliath’s own sword and chopped off his head with it.  I can’t imagine how many of David’s own 

brothers, Saul, and the whole army was surprised at what happened.  But not David.   

 

In a similar way, it was the disciples who were seemingly the most shocked when Jesus actually did what He 

said He would do.  He came out of the grave.   

 

David vs. Goliath is the story that is used to show how the weaker can beat the stronger.  But it’s not a feel good 

story about an upset in the sporting world.  Nor was this just a life and death battle between a warrior and a 

young man on a battlefield.  To David, it was about God’s honor.  To David, the battle was the LORD’s.  His 

faith was not in himself and his ability to throw stones.  His faith was in God, so he went into battle where no 

one else would, and God won the impossible victory.   

 

We have the same God and the same LORD.  We have the same promise of forgiveness that David had in the 

Messiah.  We live in the aftermath of the promises fulfilled.  But we have more battles to fight, seemingly 

impossible battles to win.  But Jesus is still our Good Shepherd.  As David wrote, His rod and His staff, they 

comfort us.  His table feeds us even in the presence of our enemies.  The Good Shepherd has conquered death.  

So we go, knowing that the LORD is with us.  We go in confidence that goodness and mercy will follow us all 

the days of our life, and we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever, all by the grace of God through death 

and resurrection of our Great Shepherd Jesus Christ.    Amen.   


